
Social History Project - Migration
A Green and Pleasant Land



• To know what migration is.

• To understand why people would want to live in Britain. 

• To analyse the importance of Britain’s resources.

To understand why early peoples would wish to migrate to Britain.

Learning Objective

Success Criteria



With a partner, discuss the age of the following things shown here. 
Can you come up with an estimate of the age of each thing?

How Old?

The United Kingdom The Island
of Great Britain

England Stonehenge



With a partner, discuss the age of the following things shown here. 
Can you come up with an estimate of the age of each thing?

How Old?

The United 
Kingdom

The UK was 
formed in 1801.

The Island of Great 
Britain

Became an island 
about 8,000 years 
ago when the last 

land-bridge to 
Europe eroded away.

England

Ruled over as a 
single country 
from 827 CE.

Stonehenge

Around 5,100 
years old



The history of the British Isles is one that 
can be looked at it terms of migration. 

Different groups of people have moved to 
these islands over centuries, changing our 
culture and society.

This project looks at the history of British 
society and tries to ask the question ‘what 
is a British person?’

There have been many different reasons for 
people coming to Britain, and today we 
will look at the resources here that 
attracted the first few waves of migration.

Migration

Migrant
a person who moves from one 
place to another in order to find 
work or better living conditions.



Ancient People

There is evidence of humans being present in Britain as long ago as 40,000 BCE. 
Whoever these people were, they seem to have disappeared during the last ice age to 

be replaced with a small population in around 4,000 BCE.

We don’t know much about these pre-historic people as they left little behind; no 
writing or even the names they called themselves.

We have been left with archaeological evidence of their presence; sites like 
Stonehenge are mysterious places that date back thousands of years.



The Celts

These people would not have 
called themselves Celts, but 
historians use the term because 
they spoke a range of 
Celtic languages.

These people came originally 
from mainland Europe and were 
drawn to Britain for the space, 
the raw materials and the good 
land for planting crops.

From around 1,000 BCE, much 
of Britain was inhabited by a 
group of people we call Celts.

The was no single country ruled 
over by a king back then, there 
were instead many small tribes, 
groups and clans. 

Celtic people lived in tribal groups 
and often fought each other. 
There was no united kingdom!

Celtic art made 
great use of curved 
lines and shapes.



The Roman Empire first showed an 
interest in Britain in 55 BCE. Julius 
Caesar led an invading force that soon 
left after some conflict with Celts. 

Caesar tried to invade again in 54 BCE, 
but, again, failed to take over the island. 

Britain was successfully invaded in 43 
BCE. The Romans saw Britain as a rich 
source of things the sprawling 
Empire needed.

The Roman army found invading Britain 
fairly straightforward. They had better 
weapons and armour and fought with 
more discipline than the Celts.

The Romans



The Roman baths in Bath, Somerset, are a 
good example of Roman architecture, 

culture and public health.

The Romans

Photo courtesy of David Dixon (@geography.org) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Migrants have come to Britain 
from across the world over the 
past 2,000 years or more. 

There are several key reasons for 
this, the first major reason being 
resources. Britain is an area of 
the world that was naturally 
lucky; good land with valuable 
resources living on it and 
precious materials below the 
ground. 

For people looking for a better 
life throughout history, Britain 
has always been a ‘green and 
pleasant land’.

Why Britain?



Here are six types of resource that were 
particularly attractive to ancient people, 
Celts and Romans.

Discuss how these may have been used and 
which you think would have been most 
important for the early settlers in Britain.

Use your activity sheet to show what each 
of these resources could be used for and to 
rank their importance from one to six. 

Why Britain?

good-quality 
farmland

wood slaves

silver and gold

wool

copper, tin 
and lead



Over the course of this unit you will produce a timeline that will 
show the different waves of migration to Britain. 

You should now be able to complete the first part of your project 
on your project sheet. 

Each lesson there will be a new part of your timeline to 
complete, and at the end you will have a full, beautiful timeline!

Your Timeline Project


