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Success Criteria

Aim
• To learn about the Baroque period of music. 

• To learn about famous composers from this era.

• To identify where the Baroque period fits within musical history.

• To give examples of specific features of music from the Baroque period.

• To be able to name composers from the Baroque period and give facts 
about their lives.



This period of music refers to music and 
composers roughly between 1600 and 1750.

Baroque

Features of Baroque Music:
• Music in this era was very organised, 

elaborate and dramatic.

• The harpsichord was commonly used. 
Click on the picture of the harpsichord 
to hear what it sounds like.

• Harmonies were incorporated 
(the combination of one note at 
the same time).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryQ2WjmcYWI


Baroque
Features of Baroque Music:
• New styles such as the concerto and sonata were introduced. 

A concerto is a solo piece, composed for one or more instruments, 
whilst accompanied by an orchestra. A concerto can be written for 
any instrument.

• A sonata is usually a piece written to be performed by a soloist and 
is made up of several movements. 

• A movement could be described a chapter within the piece. 



Baroque
The orchestra was born within the Baroque period and operas began to be 
written, often based upon Roman or Greek mythology. 

Famous composers from this period include:

• Johann Sebastian Bach

• George Frederick Handel

• Antonio Vivaldi



Johann Sebastian Bach

Born: March 21st 1685 
Died: July 28th 1750 



Johann Sebastian Bach
Johann Sebastian Bach was born in Eisenach, Germany. You could say 
that music was in Bach’s blood as he came from a long line of composers 
who all worked as professional musicians.

Both his parents had died by the time he was 10, so he was brought up by 
his older brother, who was a church organist. His older brother taught 
him how to play and he got better and better.

Later in life, Bach became a director of music at a school in Germany but 
still found time to write music. 

During his lifetime, he wasn’t very well known but his music became well 
respected by later composers. Today, Bach is believed to be one of the 
greatest musicians in history. He wrote many pieces for choirs, orchestras, 
the organ and concertos too. 



George Frederick Handel

Born: February 23rd 1685
Died: April 14th 1759



George Frederick Handel
Born in the same year as Bach, Handel was also German.

Handel’s father was a lawyer and wasn’t impressed when his son 
decided to be a musician. When he was young, he had to play his 
clavichord in secret. 



George Frederick Handel
Handel became the director of the Royal Academy of Music in London.

He loved opera; Handel wrote operas and became so famous for it that 
he was able to choose his leading ladies.

Despite ill health, he composed some of his greatest pieces later in life. 
Sadly, he was quickly going blind which meant that he had to stop.

His funeral was a huge event and was attended by thousands of people. 



Antonio Vivaldi

Born: March 4th 1678
Died: July 1741



Antonio Vivaldi
Antonio Vivaldi was born in Venice, Italy, and lived 
there for most of his life. At a very young age, his 
father taught him to play the violin.

Vivaldi continued to play the violin, even after he 
became a priest. He was known as the ‘Red Priest’ 
because of his distinctive red hair. Antonio suffered 
with asthma which eventually stopped him from 
saying Mass. 

Vivaldi turned his attention to writing music and 
teaching. He taught at an orphanage for girls, 
writing music for the girls to play and having them 
perform to audiences.



Antonio Vivaldi
Many believe Vivaldi was the best Italian composer 
of his time. Sadly, he died alone. 

In his lifetime, he wrote a huge amount of music 
including church music, 46 operas and over 500 
concertos. He is most well known for his set of 
concertos known as ‘The Four Seasons’.

Click on the violin below to watch the video to hear 
clips from the famous piece, The Four Seasons.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01784cf


Composer Match Up Quiz 
Which fact relates to which composer? Bach, Handel or Vivaldi?

1. He became the director of the Royal Academy of Music in London.

2. Born in Germany, he came from a long line of professional 
musicians.

3. He had to play his clavichord in secret because his father wasn’t 
impressed with his passion for music.

4. He was known as the ‘Red Priest’.

5. His failing eye sight eventually stopped him from composing.

6. This composer is best known for composing ‘The Four Seasons’.



https://www.twinkl.co.uk/

