
Social History Project - Migration 
The 20th Century 



• To know the main factors driving immigration to the UK.

• To explore the experiences of individual migrants to the UK.

• To assess the positives and negatives of migrating to the UK.

To understand the factors leading to migration to the UK during the 
20th Century.

Learning Objective

Success Criteria



Inferences
Below is a sign that was placed in the window of an English boarding house in the 
1960s.

Study the image and use your Inference Sheet to analyse this sign.



During the 20th century, migration in the UK grew to levels that had never been seen 
before. 

From 1945, there were many jobs that needed doing in the UK, and not enough native 
British people to do them. The UK looked to her colonies to provide skilled and 
unskilled workers in a range of industries from bus driving to working in hospitals.

The first migrants came from Jamaica in 1948 on the ship Empire Windrush. This 
would be the first large-scale influx of migrants, but it would not be the last!

A Century of Migration

Pause for Thought
Why might the UK be 

lacking workers in 1948?

Dictionary
Economic Migrant: A 
person who travels from 
one place to another to 
improve their standards of living.



Why Come to the UK?
By the end of the 20th century there were over 
1 000 000 migrants living in the UK from a 
total population of nearly 58 000 000. 

Your task is to find out why some of these 
people decided to move to the UK. 

Read each character card and record the 
reasons for each character moving to the UK 
on your Activity Sheet.



Character Cards
Now that you have read some character cards, it’s time to create your own!

Use one of the information boxes below as inspiration for your own card. You should 
try to include:

• Why they came to the UK.

• Why they are happy to be here.

• Some problems they may face here. (Think back to the starter image!)

Irfan: Fled Iran because 
homosexuality is illegal 

there.

Han: Works in London for a 
multinational Chinese 

corporation.

Sara: Came to the UK from 
Romania because there were 
few job opportunities there.

Mara: Fled the Syrian civil 
war.



Your Timeline Project
It is now time to complete the fourth part of your project timeline. 

Today’s timeline runs from 1948 CE to 1997 CE.

You will be asked to draw people from the three waves of migration and think about 
why people may have come to the UK  for work. 



Being British
Can you come up with a definition of what a British person…

…acts like?

…looks like?

…thinks like?

Complete the sentence starters on your Activity 
Sheet.


