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Summer Term Newsletter
Well done Class 4 – you’re all
times table rockstars!

National Numeracy Day
We joined in with a national live
stream, to aim for a new world
record with TT Rockstars. Due to
the children joining in with the
dancing, and practicing their
times tables, they did it!!!

Class 3

Class 2

Class 2 Pet Visit
We had a visit from Buddy the
dog and a pet snake! Mrs
Class 4
Hindmarch brought in her dog
and told us all about how she
Wednesday 18th May is National Numeracy
looks after him and showed us all
Day! We celebrated this day by joining a
nationwide livestream to try and set a new world of the equipment she needs.
David also brought in his pet
record for the most primary classes reciting a
times table roll call. Class 4 managed to learn
snake and told us about he cares
some new moves whilst chanting their times
for him. We were surprised at
tables and even managed to help break the world
how different the pets and their
record!
needs are.
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Thank you Mrs Hindmarch and
David

Punctuality
It is great to see so many children
arriving to school on time and being
involved in their learning right from
the beginning of the day. Class 1 , Class
2 and Class 3 begin their phonics
sessions at 8.45 am and Class 4 and
Class 5 begin their challenge time
activities at 8.45 am.
We
also
have
co-ordination
programmes,
reading/maths/speech
and language interventions and lexia.

Class 2 OAA Event

We had fun at our OAA event at
Framwellgate School Durham.
We took part in lots of different
activities to help develop our
team work and communication
skills. We were able to work
together to navigate around
resources and solve problems.
Massive thanks to our fabulous
sports leaders, Marcus, Jenson,
Lucas and Amelia.
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circumstances. Absence during term
time should be avoided because children
can fall behind with their work and may
find it difficult to integrate. An
application using the leave of absence
form (available from the school office)
for leave must be made in writing to the
Head Teacher, detailing the exceptional
circumstances. The Head Teacher must
be satisfied the circumstances warrant
the granting of leave. If you do not apply
for leave in advance, the absence will be
recorded as unauthorised. You can be
fined for taking your child on holiday
during term time without consent from
the school.

Texts/Mail

We regularly send texts/mail to parents
with details of events happening in
school or just reminders. Please notify
school if you haven’t received any
texts/mail in the last month. Your
contact details may need updating.

School Website
Please continue to look at our school
website on
www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk for
diary dates, latest news, celebrations,
advice and information.

Diary Dates

Tue 7th June- Y5/6 Athletics
Event
Wed 8th June- Class 4 visit to
Blue Reef Aquarium
Fri 10th June- New Reception
Class Starters Sep 2022 Parents
Meeting
Mon 13th June- Parents Meeting
for Y5/6 going to Robinwood
Residential
- SPLAT
Circus
skills
experience in school
Mon 20th June- New Reception
Starters Visit 1
Tue 21st June- Sports Day
Wed 22nd June- Class 1, 2, 3 Trip
to Hamsterley Forest
Thur 23rd June- New Reception
Starters Visit 2

Mon 27th June- New Reception
Thur 26th May- Royal Jubilee Starters Visit 3
Party
Tue 28th June- Class 5 Trip to
Holidays in Term Time
Beamish Museum
Our school attendance last year End of Half Term
increased to 97.13%. Our school
attendance target is 96%. This target is
National Average and therefore now
slightly above. Thankyou so much for you
support.
Ofsted
evaluate
school
attendance and a low attendance can
affect school’s Ofsted judgements. We
continue to see a large increase in
requests for holidays in term time. Just
to remind parents and carers that as of
1st September 2013, Head Teachers may
not grant any leave of absence during
term time unless there are exceptional

Wed 29th June- New Reception
Fri 27th May- Additional Bank Starters Visit 4
Holiday (Queen’s Jubilee)
- Class Swap Day
Mon 6th June- Children return to
school
- 3 week window opens to do
Year 1 phonics srceening
tests and Y4 Times Tables
Tests

Thur 30th June- Class
Multiskills at Maiden Castle
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Fri 1st July- Framwellgate Moor
induction day for Y6
Sat 2nd July- Summer Fayre
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Year 1 and some Year 2
Tue 5 July- KS2 SATS Results children- Phonics Screening
Test takes place Week Beginning
th
th
Wed 6 July-Fri 8 July- Y5/6 6th June 2022
Residential to Robinwood
Year 2 Children- KS1 Statutory
th
Wed
6
JulyClass
1 Tests will take place Week
Performance for Parents/Carers Beginning Monday 9th May
2022- the children will not know
th
Fri 8 July- End of Year Reports they are taking tests as we keep
go out
them very low key for the
younger children
th
Mon 11 July- History Bloke visit
to school
Year 4 Children- Multiplication
Tables Check- Week Beginning
th
Tue 12 July- Class 1 Multiskills 6th June 2022
Festival
Year 6 children- KS2 Statutory
th
Wed 13 July- History Bloke Tests will take place Week
Visit to school
Beginning Monday 9th May 2022
th

Thur 14th July- Class 5 End of It is really important that all
Year
Performance
for the children in these key year
Parents/Carers
groups are in school during the
dates the tests take place.
Fri 15th July- TT Rockstar Day
Meetings will be held for our
parents in these year groups.
th
Tue 19
July- Y6 Leavers Thankyou again for your
Assembly
continued support.
- Y6 Prom
Wed 20th JulyEnd
of
Term/Picnic with Parents/Carers
Further
letters/details
follow about each event

Further letters
different events.

will

follow

about

Absences
If your child is unwell, please contact

will school office as soon as possible by 9am.
It is important that children attend
school as often as possible because if
they are not in school they cannot learn

Statutory Tests- Year 1, 2, 4 PE Kit
Please could children remember to bring
and 6

PE kit on a Monday and leave it at school
until Friday. Each class has certain days
on the timetable but we constantly have
coaches and sporting experiences for

the children so days can change. We are
a Sainsbury’s Games Platinum Mark
School and now have the AFPE
(Association for Physical Education)
award which is given to schools who
promote and maintain high standards and
safe practice in all aspects of PE. Many
Thanks.

Skip into Spring
Class 1
This week, class 1 have been
working with the skipping school
virtual coaches and alongside
County Durham Sport to take us
on a skipping journey.
We have been looking at
fundamental skills and made lots
of progression. Our favourite
game was ‘Big Rope Bouncing’.
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Class 3
Today we have taken part in our
‘Skip into spring’ skipping school!
We practiced some skills we were
confident with and had a go at
some new ones, the virtual
coaches had taught us. The
children really impressed me and
had lots of fun in the sun!
UNCRC Article 31 – Every child has the right to
relax, play and take part in a wide range of
activities.

Summer 1

Third Week Highlights…
UNCRC Article 29: Education must develop every
child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.

What an exciting, busy week we
have had in class 1. We have
started reading our new literacy
book; Superworm and in
numeracy we are spotting odds
and evens.
We took part in a PE event
outside on the field led by our
Year 4 sports leaders, it was so
much fun and we all worked well
in a team 😊 Our third week of
bike ability saw 3 more children
progress to pedals and all
children are now lifting their feet
for a couple of seconds to glide!
🚲
Forest schools this week involved
a fire 🔥 The children were
confidently able to follow the fire
safety rules and take the ‘respect’
position when toasting their
marshmallows 🍡
Finally, in Art we are stepping into
the role of Artists as we are

2

recreating the fabulous work of
Yvonne Coomber… the children
are amazing at us sweeping their
brushes when painting with
watercolours 🧑🎨
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Our new role play area is a mini
beast investigation lab and the
children have had lots of fun
being minibeast explorers looking
to find exciting and new
minibeasts. We have been writing
sentence and looking at features
of our natural world this week as
well as comparing them to old
photos of the local area too.
In numeracy, we have been
measuring the length of different
bugs and creatures and ordering
them appropriately. It has been
great to see so many children
excited to take part in our second
week of Bike Ability with Darren –
the progress is fantastic!
Finally, In science, we are looking
at life cycles of mini-beasts that
change when growing. We have
some mealworms and can’t wait
to see them change into beetles!

Second Week Highlights…
UNCRC Article 28: Every child has the right to an
education.
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Crazy Creatures
UNCRC Article 31: Leisure, Play and Culture

Today we had the Crazy
Creatures North East team in to
work with the children in handling
different animals. Class 1
particularly enjoyed the
minibeasts and the scaled
creatures the most 🙂

First Week Highlights…
UNCRC Article 28 – Every child has the right to
an education.

I hope you have all had a
wonderful Easter Break – it is
lovely to see so many of you
sharing photos of what your
children have been up to over the
holidays as we share this news at
the beginning of every week in
our speaking and listening circle
time.
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This week we have had so much
fun seeing our friends again, all of
the children are so excited to be
back in school and to see on
another again. We have had our
Forest schools revamped over
the holidays so we are hoping it
stays this way for our term of
campfire cooking 🏕
Darren started his first session of
Bike Ability this week and he was
very impressed with all of the
children, they listened extremely
well and we already have some
confident riders which is fantastic,
this will continue each Thursday
morning 🚲
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UNCRC Article 31 – Every child has the right to
relax, play and take part in a wide range of
activities.

Honey Baked
Bananas in Class
3
To link to our current topic
‘Wriggle and Crawl’, for our DT
lesson we made some yummy
honey baked bananas. We talked
about where the honey came
from and how this links to the
mini beasts we have been looking
at. We had the challenge of
following the recipe accurately.
Have a look at how the turned
out…

SATs Party in Class 3!
After a week of working super
hard, class 3 have loved their day
of partying, watching movies and
some well deserved treats. I am
so proud of how hard they have
all worked!
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Engagement – Crazy Creatures!
This morning Class 3 had a
fantastic treat, to launch our new
topic ‘Wriggle and Crawl’. We had
the chance to hold some amazing
animals and creatures and the
children were so brave! We also
found out lots of interesting facts
about the animals and had lots of
great questions.
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A special visitor in Class 4

Class 4 have been learning all
about the history of our local area
this half term in History. We had a
very special visitor come into
school today to answer any
questions the children had about
our school, our village and how
life was for a child in 1950s
Northern England. Mrs Doris
Johnson has lived in Nettlesworth
her whole life and attended this
primary school when it was
known as Nettlesworth Infants –
she even sent her daughter and
granddaughter (Miss Owens) to
this school too!

Matthew’s Art

Matthew has been working hard at
home creating an alien inspired piece
of art using oil pastels. This must
have taken some serious
concentration!

Well done Matthew for creating
The children loved hearing about such a beautiful picture and thank
you for bringing it in to show your
Mrs Johnson’s past teachers,
friends in Class 4.
how subjects and classrooms
have changed in the school and
how they even had our same
Team Colours in 1951 – Mrs
Johnson was in Blue Team!
A big thank you to Mrs Johnson
for providing us with lots of
answers to our questions!

Tennis Festival
UNCRC Article 31 – Every child has the
right to relax, play and join in with a
wide range of activities.

Today, Class 4 were lucky enough to
take part in a Tennis Festival at
Durham University Sports Centre at
Maiden Castle. The children were
able to participate in a carousel of
tennis activities where they practised
their aiming, catching and teamwork;
all of these skills will come in handy
when we focus on tennis with Mr
Beveridge in PE! Well done
everyone.
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Class 4 Beamish trip
UNCRC Article 31 – Every child has the right
to relax, play and join in with a wide range of
activities.

Class 4 had a brilliant day at
Beamish to launch our new topic
Scrumdiddlyumptious. They
began their day with an Inside
Scoop workshop where they
learnt all about the history of icecream in the North East. The
children loved making their own
ice cream with the traditional
recipe and especially enjoyed
tasting it! The rest of the day was
spent exploring the museum
learning even more facts about
the history of our local area.

Summer Term 1 in Class 5

Vision Treats –
19.5.22
UNCRC Article
31 – leisure, play
and culture
What a wonderful surprise our
children have had when an ice
cream van pulled up for our Year
6s: all organised by Vision –
Thank you ever so much. Even
the staff got an ice cream!

PE – Dodgeball –
19.5.22
Another wonderful treat in PE
where our children demonstrated
wonderful teamwork, tactical
awareness and a desire to win in
dodgeball.
Well done everyone.
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Design
Technology –
Engineering –
18.5.22

Skipping School

World Maths Day
– 18.5.22
UNCRC Article
29 – goals of
education

Well done to our Year 5 children
who created some lovely knex
models that could be used as part
of our Beamish Engineering
A super effort by all our children
project.
who participated in a Guinness
Book of Records attempt hosted
Fabulous teamwork and Rights
by Baz Winter – TT Rockstars.
Respecting Gold values
demonstrated all lesson.

UNCRC Article
31 – leisure, play
and culture
Well done to all our children in
Class 5 this week who
demonstrated some fantastic
skipping skills using the
resources from Skipping School.

SATs – 9.5 to
12.5.22
UNCRC Article
29 – goals of
education
What an unbelievable effort all of
our Year 6 children have had this
week in the SATs: all their
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commitment, desire and
willingness to succeed has really
shone through this week. We are
all very proud of you 👍 Rights
Respecting Gold ethos
demonstrated on a daily basis by
all.
You very much deserved your
End of SATs party on Friday 🎉

Engineering –
4.5.22
UNCRC Article
28 – right to
education
What a fabulous project that has
just been presented to Class 5;
we’re all to become engineers
and have to design and construct
a crane that is strong enough to
lift a weight of 30g. Our final
design will be constructed at
Beamish Museum later in the
term.
Today we met Helen who
delivered a PowerPoint via
TEAMs and guided us through
the Knex equipment.
We can’t wait to get started.

Design
Technology –

